Application/Control Number: 09/996,346 
Art Unit: *** 



Page 2 



CLMPTO 

2/20/02 

TD 



1. A net hod for Hupuortinu programming 
blackouts in an interactive television program guide, 
"he method comprising: 

receiving blackout information regarding 
at least one blacked-out program with the interactive 
television prograr, guide; 

receiving a user indication of" a program 
with the interactive telaviaioii pxogram guide; and 

displaying the blackcut information 
regarding the at least one blacked- cut program with the 
interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the user indication. 

2 . The method cf claim 1 wherein receiving a 
user indication camp rises receiving a user indication 
of a program r 'rcm a prrxjrram listings display *iLh Lhe 
interactive television program guide. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein receiving a 
user indication comprises receiving a use: indication 
of a program from <* Hl.[P cv«p"lay wi r.h r.hfi interactive 
television program guide. 

4. The method of cl=.im 1 wherein receiving a 
user indication comprises receiving a user indication 
of a program from, a record list display with the 
interactive television program guide. 
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5. The method ui claitt 1 whsrein receiving a 
user indication cornpriRKs receiving a user indication 
of a program from a reminder list display with rhe 
interactive television program guide. 

6. The method cf claic. 1 wherein receiving a 
user indication comprises receiving a user indication 
ef replacement mp.dia with the interactive television 
program guide. 

7 . The method cl clai^i 1 wherein receiving a 
user indication comprises receiving a user indication, 
of the at least one blacked-out program with the 
interactive television program guide. 

3. The method of ciiiim 1 wherein displaying 
the blackout information comprises displaying the 
blackout iiif ormati on regarding the at least one 
blacked out progratr. in an information disp" ay w^th the 
interactive television program guides in respop.ee to 
receiving the user indication. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein displaying 
"he blackout information comprises displaying a title 
of the at least one blaeked-out program with the 
interactive television, program guide jn response to 
receiving the user indication. 

1C. The method of claim 1 wherein displaying 
the c_ackout information comprises displaying a 
blackout type of rhe at least one blacked-out prog ran 
with the interactive television program guide in 
response to receiving the user indication. 
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11 . The method of claim 1 wherein displaying 
the blackout informal:. ion comprises displaying a program 
description of r.hc at least one blacked- out pr.-ogrY.ri 



with the interactive television program guide in 
response, to receiving the user indication, 

12 . The method of cl aim 1 wherein displaying 
trie blackout information con-prisees 0 \d claying 
information regarding replacement media for the at 
least one\KLack«d-ou3 program wi-h the interactive 
television Woyram guide in response to receiving the 
user indication. 

13 . The method of claim L2 wherein : 

the. replacement media ±e at least one 
pay-per-view prograVi? and 

displaying informal icn regarding 
replacement media compVisea displaying information 
regarding the at least one pay-per-view program with 
the interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the user indication. 

2.4. The method of clVim 12 wherein: 

the replacement media is at least one 
video-on-demand program; and 

displaying informat W= regarding 
replacement media comprises displaying information 
regarding the at least one video -on- demand program with 
L.he interactive tclevieion program giiide\in response Lo 
receiving the user indication 
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w:.th the interactive television program guide in 
response?, to receiving the user indicar.-ion. 

12 . The method of cl aim 1 wherein displaying 
r.he blackout information comprisEK 0 i.ep laying 
information regarding replacement media for the at 
least one blackftd-0^3 program wir.h the interactive 
television proyram guide in response to receivinn the 
user indication. 

13. Tiie method of claim 12 wherein: 

the replacement media Is at least one 
pay-per-view program; and 

displaying inf or nation regarding 
replacement media comprises displaying information 
regarding the at least one pay-per-view program with 
the interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the user indication. 

2.4. The method of claim 12 wherein: 

the replacement media is at least one 
video-on-demand proyram; and 

displaying information regarding 
replacement media comprises displaying information 
regarding the at least one videc -on- demand program with 
l.he interactive television program guide in response l_o 
receiving the user indication. 

15. The method of claim 12 wherein: 

the replacement media is at least one 

television program; and 

displaying information regarding 

replacement media comprises- displaying information 
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regarding the at Least one television program with the 
interactive television program g-jide in response to 
receiving the user indication. 

16. The method of claim 12 wherein: 

the replacement rr.fidia is at least one 
promotional video,- and 

displaying information rewarding 
replacement media oorpriees displaying information 
regarding the at least ojie promotional video with the 
interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the user indication. 

1?. The method o£ claim 12 wherein: 

the et least one blacked-out program is 
a n on -pay -per -view program; 

the replacement media is at least one 
poy-per-viev; program; and 

displaying information regarding 
replacement media comprise displaying a title ol the 
at least one pay-per-view replacement media for the at 
least one Llacked-cut lion pay-per-view program with the 
interactive television progrnr. guide in response to 
receiving the user indication. 
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\17. The method of claim 12 wherein: 

the at least one M.acked-out program is 
a nan - pay -per -View program; 

thfesreplace^ient modi, a is aL least cue 
pay -per view programk and 

display ih« i nf ormat ion rega rding 
replacement media comprised, d.i.rtpl aying a title of the 
aL least one pay-pcr view replacement media for the at 
lea3t ott« blacked-out non-pay pes^-view program with the 
interactive television prograr. guihe in response to 
receiving the uaer indication. n, 

18. The method of claim 12 wherein: 

the at least one blacked-out program is 

a ticn- video -or.- demand program; 

the replacement media is at lc53t one 

video-on-demand program; and 

displaying information regarding 

replacement media comprises displaying a LiLle of the 

at leant one video -cri- demand replacement nedia for the 



Application/Control Number: 09/996,346 
Art Unit: *** 



Page 8 



e.L least one blacksci-ouL non-video-on -demand prcgran 
wi~h the interactive television program, guide in 
response ~o receiving the user indication.. 

19. The method of claim 12 whsrein displaying 
information regarding repliccmonr, media comprises 
<i i.aplaying a list of recommended replnc&menl media for 
toe aL leaat one blacked-out program wi r.h the 
interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the user inr; tea Lion. 

23. The method of claim 13 wherein displaying 
a list comprises displaying a list of user- targeted 
replacement media for the at lesst one blacked-out 
prograir. with the interactive -elevision program guide 
in respor.se to receiving the usar indication. 

2 1 . The method of claim 19 wherein displaying 
a list coTprises displaying a list of replacement media 
having similar program eharacteristics as the at leaat 
one blacked -out program for the at least one blacked- 
out program with the interactive television program 
guide in response to receiving the user indication. 

22. The ate t hod of sluim 13 v/harein displaying 
a list comprises displaying a liet of replacement media 
that indicate at .east one different showing of the oz 
least one blacked -out program for the at least one 
Llacksd-cut program with the interactive television 
program quide in response to receiving the user 
indication. 
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23. The method of claim 12 wherein displaying 
inlc oration regarding replacement rredia comprises 
displaying at least one description of replacement 
media for the at leas:; one blacked -our. program wi A'. the 
interactive television program guide in. response :□ 
receiving the user indication. 

24. The method of claim 12 wherein, displaying 
information regarding replacement tr.edia comprises 
displaying at least one user-selectable option to 
directly tune tn replacement media with the interactive 
television program guide in response to receiving the 
user indication. 

25. The -ncthod of claim 2 4 further 
comprising: 

receiving with the in t. p. r set i ve 
television program guide a user selection of the at 
least one user- select able option, tc directly tune to 
the replacement media; and 

tuning with th« interactive television 
program guide to the replacement media in response to 
the user selection. 

26. The method of claim 12 whersin displaying 
information regarding replar;f»trfcrt. media comprises 
displaying a I le«»L one user- select able option to 
record replacement media wiLb the interactive 
television program guide in response to receiving Lhe 
indication. 

27. The var.tbod of claim 26 further 
comprising: 
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receiving with the interactive 
television procjx - atu guide a user oele-tion of the at 
least one user- sel set able option tc record the 
replacement media; 

set Ling a record op Lion lor Lhe 
replacement rredia with the interactive television 
prograr. guide in response to zhe user selection; and 

recording wiLh Lhe interactive 
television program guide the rcpl occment media when the 
replacement media becomes available. 

23 . The method of claim 12 wherein displaying 
information regarding replacement roedia comprises 
displaying at Ie=st one user-3electable option, to set a 
reminder for replacement redia with the interactive 
television program guide in response to receiving the 
user i rdi cat ten . 

2 9 1 Tho method of claim 2 8 further 
comprising : 

receiving with the interactive 
television program guide a user selection cf the et 
leas- one u»e.r- selectable option to set a reminder for 
the replacement media; 

setting a reminder for the replacement 
media with the interactive television prograra guide in 
response to the user selection? and 

reminding with the interactive 
television program guide the user of the replacement 
nedia when the reolacement media becomes available. 



30. The method ot claim 12 wherein: 



Application/Control Number: 09/996,346 
Art Unit: *** 



Page 1 1 



the replacement media is at least one 
pay-per-view program; and 

displaying inf creation regarding 
replacemsnt media comprises displaying at least one 
user-3el actable option to order the at least one pay- 
per-view program. 

31. The method ol claim 30 lurcher 
comprising: 

r«r:«iving with r.hft i -ih ft r active 
television program guide a user selection of the at 
lca3t one U6cr- selectable option to order tlv; at least 
one pay-per-view prcqran; 

ordering the at least one pay-per-view 
program for the user with the interactive television 
program g\ii de in response to the lise.r selection; and 

providing wi.uh the i nteract i ve 
television program guide ihe al least one pay-per-view 
program. 

32. The method of clainr; 12 wherein: 

the replacement media ia at least one 
video- on -derr.and program; and 

displaying information regarding 
replacement m^di a comprises rii splaying st Ic.DCt one 
user- selectable option to order the at lea3t one video- 
on-demand program. 

33. The method ot claim 32 turcher 
comprising : 

receiving with :he inLeracLive 
television program guide a user selection or" the at 



CANCEL CLAIME 34-108 
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108. The>faethod of claim 105 wherein 
providing ticket purchase information comprises 
providing with the interactl^ve television program guide 
.1 nine r- selectable option to ourshaee ticket b for a 
venue: ovent of Lhe. at least one bilked -out program 
directly from the inters.cLive television program guide. 

A system for supporting programming 
blackouts in an interactive television program guide, 
the system comprising: 

me ana for receiving blackout infortr^tion 
regarding a~ least one blacked -out program with the 
interactive television program guide; 

means for receiving a user indication of 
a program with the interactive television program 
guide; and 

means for diaplayiiiy the blackout 
information regarding the at least or.e blacked- out 
prograir, with the interactive -elavision program guide 
in reaponse to the user indication. 

110. The system of cl=.im ICS wherein the 
means for receiving a uaer indication comprises means 
for rec&iving a laser i. indication of a program from a 
program listings display with the interactive 
tele viaiun program guide. 
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111. I'he sys-etr. of claim 109 wherein, the 
me^ns for receiving a user indication cucrprisee means 
lur receiving a user indication of a program from a 
FLIP display with the interactive television program 
guide . 

112. The system of claim 1C3 wherein the 
rseaig for receiving a user indication compri see means 
tor receiving & user indication of a program from a 
record list diapiay with Che interactive television 
program guide. 

113. The system of claim 109 wherein the 
means for receiving a user indication, comprises means 
for receiving a user indication of a program from a 
reminder list: display with the interactive television 
px _ oyram guide. 

114. The system ul clai* 109 wherein the 
means for receiving a user indication comprises means 
lor receiving a user indication of replacement media 
wir.h the. interactive television, program guide. 

lib. The system oi claim 109 wherein the 
means for receiving a uuer indication comprises means 
for receiving a user indication of lh« at least one 
blauked-out program with Uhe interactive television 
program guide. 



116. The system of claim 109 wherein the 
means for displaying the blackout informs. Li on comprises 
means tor displa-yiny the blackout information regarding 
the at least one blacked-out program i-i an information 
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display with the in-eractive television, program guide 
in response to the user indication. 

117. The. nyHteni of claim 109 wherein the 
means for displaying the blackone i.nf ortraiioii cunprises 
means for displaying a Citle ul the at lea»r. one 
"blacked -out program with the interactive television 
program guide in response to the user indinati on . 

118. The Bystem of claim 109 wherein Lhs 
means for displaying the blackout information comprises 
means for displaying a blackout tyoe of the at least, 
one blacked out program with the interactive television 
program -guide in response to the ueer indication. 

119. The aysLem oE claim r. 09 wherein the 
means for displaying the blackout Information conprises 
means for displaying a program description of the at 
least one blacked- out program with the interactive 
television program guide in response to the user 
indication. 

120. The system of cl-im 109 wherein the 
means for displaying the blackout information comprises 
means for displaying information regarding replacement 
media for tlie at least one blacked -out program with the 
interactive television program guide in response to the 
user indication. 

121. T.ie eyatem of claim 120 whp.rein: 

the replacement media is at least one 
pay-per-viev; program; and 
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Lhe fi.ectjj.cs fox- displaying inf ormaticn 
regarding replacement media cor.priaea means Lot 
displaying information regarding the at least one pay- 
per-view program wi~h. the interactive television 
program guide in response to the user indication. 

122 . The. system of claim 120 wherein: 

the replacement media is at least one 
video -on- demand program; and 

the me=.ns for displaying i nf carnation 
regarding replacement media comprises means for 
displaying information regarding the at least one 
video -on-demand program with the interactive television 
program guide in response to the user indication. 

123. The system of claim 120 wherein; 

the replacement rrecia is at. leas" one. 
television program; and 

the means for displaying information 
regarding replacement media comprises means for 
diapiaying information regarding the at least one 
television program with the interactive television 
program g_iide in response to the i:ser indication, 

124. The system of clain 120 wherein: 

the replacement media is at least one 
promotional video; and 

the means for displaying information 
regarding replacement media comprises means for 
displaying information regarding the at least one 
promotional video with -he inr.erant.iv* uel ev i « ' on 
program gaidc in response to Lhe user ii id lea Lion. 
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125. T.ne system of clairr. vh^eir.: 

the at least one blacked out program is 
a non-pay-per-view progr.Tm; 

the replacement -nedio is at. least - v ue 
pay •• per view program ; and 

the n-cans for displaying i ill urination 
regarding replacement medii comprises means for 
displaying a title of the at least one pay-psr-visw 
replacement, media for the =.t least one bracked- out non 
pay-per-view progr&cr. with the interactive television 
program guide in response, to the user indication. 

126. The system of clGim 120 wherein: 

the at leant cne blacked --out program ia 
a non -video- on demand program; 

the replacement media ia at least one 
video -on- demand program; and 

the means for displaying information 
regarding replacement media corprieeB means for 
displaying a title of the at least One video -on -demand 
replacement media fcr the at l.«ast one blacked -out non- 
video- on-demand program with the interactive television 
p-rogram guide in response to the user indication. 



127. The system of claim 120 wherein -he 
means tor displaying information regarding replacement 
media comprises mean** for displaying a list of 
recommended replacement media for the: at ?o«">st one 
blacked- out program with the interactive television 
program guide in response to the user indication. 
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126. The system of claim 12? wherein the 
means Cor display ing a lisL '_• emprises means for 
displaying a li&t of user- targeted replacement, rsedia 
for -he at least one blanked- nut. program with ths 
interactive television program guide in response to the 
user indication. 

125. The eyetein of claim 127 wherein the 
means for displaying a Liaz comprises means for 
displaying a list of replacement -.nedia having similar 
program characteristics as the at least one blacked-ou- 
program lor the at least ojie blacked-ou- program with, 
the interactive television program guide in. response to 
the user indication. 

130. The syBtem of claim 127 wherein the 
means for displaying a list comprises means for 
displaying a list of replacement media that indicate at 
least cne different showing of the at least cne 
blaoked-out program for -ha a: leasL one blacked-cuL 
program with the interactive television program guide 
in response to the user indication, 

13 L. The system of claim 120 wherein the 
means for displaying information regarding replacement 
media comprises means for diso'ayirg at least one 
description of replacement media for the at least one 
blacked- out program with the interactive television 
progran guide in response tr> thn nsor indication. 

122. The sys-eTTi of claim 120 wherein the 
meane for displaying in formation regarding replacement 
media corrprisc-3 moana for displaying at least or.o user- 
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selecr.able option to directly tune to replacement media 
with -h= interactive television program guide in 
response to Lhe user indication. 

131. The system of claim 1.^5 further 
comprising : 

means for receiving wiLh Lhe imeractive 
television program guide a user selection of the at 
ieaat one user- selectable option to directly tune to 
the replacement media; and 

means for tuning with the interactive 
television program guide to the replacement media in 
response to the user selection. 

134. The system of c.laitr. "J.?n wherein the 
rr.eans for displaying inf nrma- ion regarding replacement 
tr.edia camp rises means for displaying at least cue user- 
selectable option to record replacement media with the 
interactive television program guide in response to the 
indication. 

135. The system ul claim 134 further 
comprising : 

means for receiving with the interactive 
television program guide a user selection ot the at 
least one UBer-eelectable option to record the 
replacement media; 

means for setting a record option for 
Lhe xeplacenieiiL. media wibh the interactive television 
program guide in response to the user selection; and 

means for recording with Lhe interactive 
televicion pronram guide the replacement media when the 
replacement media becomes available. 
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136. The aya'zen of claiir. 120 wherein tnc 
means Ear d_»playiny information resaro'-ing rep I a cement 
media co-nprises means for di epl <iyi ng at: least one user- 
selectable option to set: a reminder for replacement 
credia with. Lhe inLeracLive television program guide in 
rnsponac tc the user indication. 

137. Ihc system of claim 136 further 
comprising : 

means for receiving with t"ne interactive 
television program yuide a user selection of the at 
least one user-selectable option to Bet a rri-rrii-dcr for 
the. replacement media; 

means for setting a reninder Cor the 
replacement media with the interactive television 
program guide in response to the user selection; sr\6 

means for reminding with the interactive 
television program guide the us ex* cf the replacement 
media when the rep 1 ftce-imem: wif»f3ia becomes available. 

138. The system of claim 120 wherein: 

the replacement ?nedia is at lsast cne 
pay-per-view program; and 

the means for displaying information 
regarding replacement iuedi.5 comprises msans for 
displaying an least one user- selectable option to order 
the at least one pay-per-view program. 

"139. The sysr.ero of claim 130 further 
comprising : 

means for receiving with tl"B interactive 
television program guide a uasr selection of the at 
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least one user- selectable option to urder Lhe at least 
cue pay-per-view pr 09:™,' 

means for order- ng the at least one pay- 
per-view program for the user with the interactive 
television program yuide in reepor.se to the ueei: 
selection; and 

rr.eans for providing with the interact ive 
lelevieicn program gvjictc the at least one pay-per-view 
program. 

I4C. The system of claim 120 whsreiii: 

the replacement media is at least one 

video- on -demand program; and 

the means for displaying information 

regarding replacement media comprises moons for 

displaying at least one user-selectable option to order 

the at leas-, one video-cci-decuand proyrani. 

14 L. The system of claim 140 further 
comprising: 

me ana lor receiving with the interactive, 
television program guide a user selection cf the at 
leasn one user- selectable opLion to order -he az least 
one video - on- demand progranr.; 

mear.s for ordering the at least one 
video on-demand tor the user witn the interactive 
television program guide in response tu the user 
selection,- and 

means fcr providing with '-lie interactive 
television progroir. guide- the at loas- one video-on- 
demand program. 



CANCEL CLAIMS 142-216 
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217. Computer- readable media for an 
interactive -eievieion program cjuide, wherein the iredia 
is encoded with machine- readable instruct"' ons for 
performing the method comprising: 

receiving bl5.ckout informal i or- rpgnrding 
at leaBt one £lacked-out program wi.r.h the interactive 
television program guide; 

receiving a user indication of a program 
with the interactive television program guide; and 

displaying the blackout information 
regarding the at least one blackcd-out program with the 
interactive television program guide ir. response to 
receiving the UfHP.r indication. 

218. The computer -readable nedia of claim 217 
wherein receiving a user indicatl on comprises receiving 
a user indication of a program truii! a program listings 
display with the interactive television program g-.iide. 

2 19. The computer- readable media or claim 2 17 
wherein receiving a user indication comprises receiving 
a user indication of s. program fro™ a FLIP display with 
t"ie interactive television program guide. 

220. The computer -readable meed a of claixr. 21V 
wherein receiving a user indication comprises receiving 
a user indication cf a program from a record 1: st 
display with the interactive television program guide. 

221. The computer- readable media of claim 217 
wherein receiving a user indication comprises receiving 
a user indication of =i program from a reminder list 
display with r.he interactive television program guide. 
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222. The computer- readable medial of claim 217 
wherein receiving a user indication coTrrprises receiving 
a user indicul.. i «n of replacenent msdia with the 
interactive -elevision program guide - 

223. The computer -readable media of claim 217 
wherein receiving a user indication comprises receiving 
a "jflcvr indication of the at least one blacked-out 
program with the interactive television program guide. 

2 24. The computer-readable media of claim 317 
wherein displaying the blackout information comprises 
displaying the blackout information regarding the at 
least one blackcd-cut program in an information display 
with Lhe interactive television program guide in 
response to receiving the user indie a "ion. 

225. The computer- readable medi.^ of claim 217 
wherein displaying the blackout information comprises 
displaying a title of the at least or.c blacked-ouL 
program with the interactive television program guide 
in response to receiving the user indication. 

226. The computer- readable r.ocia of clai^n 217 
wherein displaying the blackout information comprises 
displaying a blackout- type cf the at least one blacked- 
out program w' th the inLeractive television program 
guids in response to receiving the user indication. 

227. The computer- readable medi-i of claim 217 
wherein displaying the blackout information comprises 
displaying a program description of the at least one 
blacked-ou- program with the interactive television 
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progran guide in response to receiving ti.c user 
indica-ion . 

228. The computer- re&da'nls media of claim 217 
wherein displaying the blackout information comprises 
displaying informs -ion regarding replacement media for 
the s.t least one biasked-out program with the 
interact ive Lelevisj or. pr-ogram guide in response to 
receiving the user indication. 

229. The computer-readable media of clain 228 

whercini 

the replacement media is at least one 
pay -per-view proaraai; tiild 

displaying .inf ormatioi: regarding 
replacement media comprises displaying information 
regarding the at leaal one pny -per -view program with 
the interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the uaer indication. 

23 D. The computer -readable media of claim 228 

wherein; 

the replacement media is at least one 
video-on- demand program; and 

displaying inf o relation regarding 
r^p_a cement media comprises displaying information 
regarding the az least one video-on-decnDr.d program with 
the interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the user i:id_cat J.on. 
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N. 23D. The computer -readable media of claim 228 
wherein; 

x.nhe replacement media is at least one 
video -on- demand prqeram; and 

displaying ir.faoaa.Lion regarding 
rep- a cement media ccmprrB^B displaying IilL ormation 
regarding the at least one Video-on-demor.d progran with 
the interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the ueer indication. \^ 

231. The cufiiputer readable media of clai.ra 228 

wherein: 
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the replacement media is at least o;ie 
television program; an J 

displaying informr-tion regarding 
replacement media comprises displaying ir. format ion 
regarding the at leaaL one "television program with the 
interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the uaer indication. 

232. The computer- readable media cf clairr 22B 

wherein: 

Che replacement media ia at least one 
promotional video; and 

displaying inf ornrntion regarding 
rcplaceinent media comprises displaying intormation 
regarding the at leaaL one promotional video with the 
interactive tale vision program guide in response ~o 
receiving the user indication. 

233. The computer- readable media of claim 223 

wherein i 

the at least one blacXed out program is 
a non-pay-per-v_ew progrnm; 

the replacement media is at least one 
pay-per-view program,- ana 

displaying informal, i on regarding 
replacement media coiprieeR di splay ine a title of the 
at least one pay-per-view replacement media for the at 
least one blacked-out non-pay -per- view program with the 
interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the user indication. 



234 . The ccTnputfvr- readable media of claim 228 

wherein : 
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the at: least one blacked- out program is 
£ non- video -on-demand program; 

tne replacement, media is at least one 
v ! rlfio- on -demand -program; and 

displaying inf ormatioii regarding 
replac-emem menia comprises displaying a -.itle of Lne 
it leapt one video-on-demand replacement media .tor the 
at least one blacked out ncn- video -on -demand program 
with the interactive television program g.iide in 
response to receiving the -jsRr indication. 

235. Trie computer- readable media of claim 228 
wherein displaying information regarding replacement 
media comprises displaying a list of recommended 
replacement media lor the at least one bl ticked -out 
program witn r.:m interactive televis? or. program guide 
!r_ response; to receiving the user indication. 

23 5. The computer- readable ir.edia of claim 235 
wherein displaying a list ccmprises displaying a list 
of user -targeted replacement media for the at least-- one 
blscked-out program with, the interactive television 
program guide in response to receiving the user 
indication. 

23'/. The compiitRr-readable media of claim 23'j 
wherein displaying a list comprises displaying a list 
oC replacement media having similar program 
characteristics as the at least one blacked-out program 
for t'ne at leaaL one blackcd-out Drocjram wiT.h the 
interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the user indication. 
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2'3b , rhe computer- read-dde media of clai^ 235 
wherein displaying a List comprises displaying a list 
ct replacement tr.edia that indicate at least one 
different showing of the at 1*.w3Bt or.s blacked-out 
urogram for the at, least, one blacked-out program with 
the interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the user indication - 

23 9. The computer -readable media of claim 22B 
wherein displaying information regarding replacement 
media comprise!? displaying at least one description oE 
replacement media for the at least one blacked-out 
prograrr. with the interactive television program guide 
jn response to receiving the user indication. 

240. The computer- readable media of. claim 223 
wherein displaying inHox'mation regarding replacement 
nedia comprises displaying at leas- one user- selectable 
option to directly tune to replacement media wi-h the 
interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving the user indication. 

241- The computer -rsacabl fi media of claim 240 
wherein the method further comprises: 

receiving with the interactive 
television program guide a user selection of the at 
least one user -selectable option to directly tune to 
the replacement media ; and 

tuning with the interactive television 
program g.iide to the replacement media in response to 
the user selection. 
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24.2. The computer- readable media of claim 228 
wherein displaying; inform Lien regarding repl 5 current 
media comprises displaying az 1 oast one user -select able 
option uO record replacement netiia with the interactive 
television program guide in response to receiving the 
indication. 

24 3. The computer readable media of claim 242 
wherein the method further comprises: 

receiving with the interactive 
television program guide a uaer selection of the ar_ 
least one user- select able option tc record t'ne 
r epl a cement mod i a ; 

setting a record option Tor the 
replacement media with Che interactive television 
program guide in response: to the user selection; and 

recording with the interactive 
television program guide the replacement media when the 
replacement media becomes available. 

244. The computer- readable media of claim 228 
wherein displaying information regarding replacement 
:nedia comprises displaying at least one uaer- aolcctable 
■option to Bet a reminder for replacement media with the 
interactive television program guide in response to 
receiving ir.hci user indication. 

245. The cotrputer-readable media o£ clain 244 
wherein the method further comprises: 

receiving with the interactive 
television program guide a unor selection of the at 
leaat one user- selectable option to set a reminder for 
the replacement rnedia,- 
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eettir.g a reminder for the replacement 
media with the interactive television program guide in 
response to the user eelerjLiori; ard 

reminding vi th the interactive 
tel ^vision program guide the user of the replacement 
nedia when the replacement nadia becomes available, 

24 6, The* computer -readable media of claim 22\i 

vj herein; 

Line i" op '1 a cedent media is at least, one 
pay-per-view program ; and 

displaying information regarding 
replacement media comprises displaying at least one 
user- selectable option to order the at least one pay 
pe t - v i av progr an . 

247. "he computer -readable media of claim 246 
wherein the method further comprises: 

receiving v/i„h Lhe interactive 
television progratr. guide a usnr selection of zha az 
least one uacr- selectable option to order the at least 
one p3.y-per-view program; 

order iny Lhe at leaer, ore pay-per-view 
progran for the U3er with the interactive television 
progran guide in response to tlic user selection; and 

providing with the interactive 
television program guide the at tfcsast one pay-per-vie* 
program. 
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24o 



. The computer-readable madia of clairr 228 



wherein: 



Llie replacement media ie at least one 



video -or. -demand program; a~\a 



displaying in format ion rec;ard_ny 



replacement media comprises displaying at lesfit cue 
uaer- selectable option to order the at Itsa-St one vidc-c- 
oji- demand program. 

249. Thfs computer- readable media oZ claim 248 
wherein the method further comprises: 

receiving with the interactive 
television program guide a utier selection of the at 
least one user-sel actable option to order the at least 
one video- on -demand program; 

ordering the at least one video- on- 
demand tor the u=er with the interactive television 
program guide in response to Lhe user selection; and 

providing rfith the interactive 
television program guide? the at least one vi dec;- on- 
demand program. 



CANCEL CLAIMS 250-324 
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32b. A system for supporting programming 
biackcuts in an i nteractive television program guide, 
the system con'.prnaingr 

a user input device ; 

a display device/ and 

control circuitry uonf i.gnrsd to: 

receive blackout information 
regarding at least one blacked-cut program; 

receive a user indication of 9 
program from the user input device; and 

in response to receiving a uaer 
indication of a program from "he user input devi co, 
direct the display device to dioplay rhr? blackout 
infornation regarding the at least one blacked out 
program. 

32 S. The syaLero of claim 32 5 v/nerein: 

the u«p.r indication is a user indication 
of a prcgram f"rom a program listings display ; and 

-he control circuitry is configured to 
receive the user indication of a program from a program 
listinge display from the user input devico. 

32T . Tne syster?. of claim "3 2 E> wherein: 

the user indication is a uaer indication 

oi a program from a ^'J.T.P display; and 

Lhe rmtrol circuitry is configured t.o 

receive the user indication of a prograr. froir. a FLIP 

display f~om the user input device. 

328. The system of claim 35.5 wherein: 

the uaer indication is a user 7_ndicaLion 
of a program from a record list display; and 
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the control circuitry is configured to 
receive the user indication a p\-ogram from a record 
litsl: display from the user inpuL rir.vice. 

329. The system ol claim 325 wherein: 

the user indication is a user i nriicaizion. 
of a program from a x'eminder list display; and 

the control circuitry is configured tc 
receive the user indication of a prog ran from a 
reminder lis:: from the user inpii- device. 

330. The system of claim 32B wherein: 

the user indication is a user indication 
of replacement media; and 

"he control circuitry is configured to 
receive the user indication of replacement media from 
the user input device, 

331. The system of clain 325 vherein: 

r.hp. user indication is; a user indication 
of the at least one blacked -out program; and 

the control circuitry is configured to 
receive the user .Indication of the at least one 
biacked-out program from the user input device, 

332. ""he eyctem of claim 325 v/herein : 

the blackout infor- nation regarding the 
at least one blacked-ouL program is in an information 
display; and 

fne control circuitry in configured to, 
in reepon.ee to receiving the user indication, direct 
the display device to display the blackout information 
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regarding the at least cne \>~- ankeci-out program in the 
information display, 

333. The system of claim 325 wherein: 

the blacko-.it information, is a title cf 
the at least one blacked -out program; and 

the control circuitry is ccnEigured to, 
in respovs* to receiving the user indication, direct 
the display device to display the title ol Lhe at leas - , 
one blacked- out program. 

334. The system of claim Y2b wherein: 

the blackout: information ie a blackout 
type of the at leaaL one blacked -out program; and 

the eontrc' cirniitry is configured tc, 
in response to receiving Lhe user inciinaticn, direct 
the display device to display the blackout type of the 
at least one* blacked-out program. 

3.15. Hie ays-em of claim 325 wherein: 

the blackout i nforma-ion is a prograr. 
description of the at least ocie blaclcp^J-out program; 
and 

the control circuitry is configured to, 
in response to receiving the user indication, direct 
lhe display device to di3pl?.y the program description 
of the at least one blacked-out program. 

33 S. The system of claim 325 wherein: 

the blackout iniionr.ation is inforn\atio.a 
regarding replacement inertia for the at leaet one 
blacked- out program; and 
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tne control circuitry is configured to, 
in response to receiving the us&r indication, direct 
the display device to display Lhe information regarding 
replacement media for the at least one blacked-out 
program. 

3 37. The sysr.ran of claim 336 wherein: 

the replacement media i3 at least one 

p ay- pe r - v i <?.w program; 

the information regarding replacement 

media ie information regarding the at least one pay- 

pcr-viev program; and 

the control circuitry is configured to, 

in response to receiving the user indication, direct 

the display device to display the information regarding 

the at least one pay-per-view program. 

338. The system of claim 336 wherein: 

Lhe replacement r^.edia is at least video- 
on-demand program; 

the information regarding replacement 
media is information regarding the at least one vie'eo- 
cn- demand pxxjgram; ard 

the control circuitry is configured to, 
ir response to receiving the user indication, direct 
the display device to display the information regarding 
I.. Vie .it least one video -on -demand program. 

335*. The system of claim 336 wherein: 

the replacement media is at least ona 
television program; 
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tiie information regarding replacement; 
media is inlorrirition regarding the e=.L Jer.si: one 
television prcgram; and 

the control circuitry is configured to, 
in response to re reiving the user indication, direo 1 - 
the dieplay device to display \lr»e j.nfornation regarding 
the at Leas- one television program. 

340. The system af claim 336 wherein s 

the replacement media ±g at leaaL one 
promotional video; 

the information regarding repl acoment 
media ie information regarding the at least one 
promotion?.! vr'deo; and 

l.h<-; con-rol circuitry ia configured to, 
in response to receiving the user indication., direct 
the display device tc display Lhe information regarding 
the at least one promotional video. 

341, The system of claitr. 336 wherein: 

l.he at least one blacked-out program is 
a non-pay-per-view program; 

the rcplacemenL media is an least one 
pay-per-view program; 

the i~i formation regarding replacement 
media ie information regarding the at least one pay- 
per-view program? and 

the control circuitry ie configured to, 
in responee r.o receiving the ueer indication, direct 
the display device to display the information regarding 
the at least- ore pay-per-view program. 
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the a~ l=aBt cue n.l.^i:Vf!v:-fiiit prorji-cvr. i-j 
a nc-n v-Joc-cn-ieniarjd ?rrjyrf. ; n; 

ztz r».p" fi-r.p.TiHiit nediu kI least on; 
.■alM-cu demand p'^ogrsiii 

the injai'iai. i m. xe^jarding rep I xiirsimsnt 
ins^ia ie inlornw"'' ™ regardijKj .he frt " p.asr. one viueo- 
o-L-d?.nflrd program; unci 

..lie control CT'i'.iit.ry 1b configurer* I i: r 
in i'SMiiai to irccsivj.fi'j thA uasr indiuui.ici-, direct 
j£ the ciyfiay Sev'.ce to d.uuliy the inf orii-a: lor. reg;=Td:.nfj 

L-i'_* At 1 °aeir. one video -on- dsnand prsftL'Afr.. 

FT! 

*:( , liia uriil.&ll Of clain 3?S •jrhttLttiil: 

JJ the ir.fomnt 1 sr. recs-rdi ng rcpI-iciriSTit 

y cisdici P a liat oi rscnnrtrftndp.d repluc^i-iyjiC. Tjpdis Car 

the at Icufjf. onft blackec oa; pruorai.: and 
j*» Lilts control circuitry if: rrmvf igured to, 

£> in respcncft tc rectsiviivj -be JRar indiea-lor., direct 

^ the display device to display ii:r: list, of recorrr.'jndsd 

tstjI :ii:sr.i£iit tt.«Ii-i for -h* lit least ono }.v i?c:«c!rt-r:ut 

prograT.. 

.id 4 . ihe syatrpi <^ F f^lain 343 xtiuioii'.i 

r.he list or xucouufjeio.fii replac crier. t 
ncdia ..U a list si ubci— ;.w<:*tl".ed repiaccpcr.i nSflia for 
tli/5- at liMissi. onft hlackec. out yr;c ••■•»m; and 

^jio c:t>nt rol circuitry is configured to, 
in ruof^jirie to receiving the lisfir ir.dica.ion, d.1 ■"*<-. - 
-fce display d<sv '.-:<* to display zhu l.i«:L of us=r-targ<-i «<i 
j-y^liififtneiiz Tr.sdLC Loi 'Jht: at lea = r om 1:1 *~'<ftd-c-ut 
program. 



345. Tne system of claim SO wherein 



Application/Control Number: 09/996,346 
Art Unit: *** 



Page 37 



the list of reco-nrnended replacement 
media ifl n. list of replacement media Moving similar 
pjivgvam characteristics ac the at le,i«t one blacked-out 
p-ogram lor the at least one blacked-out program; and 

the control circuitry is configured to, 
in reeporee to receiving the user indication, direct 
the display device to display the 1 -' fit of replacement 
media iiaving similar program characteristics aa Lhe at 
least, one blacked -cut program for the at leaaL one 
blacked -out program. 

346. The system of claim 343 wherein: 

the list ±g a list of replacement media 
that indicate at least one different showing of the at 
least one blacked-out program for the at leas- one 
blacked -out program; and 

the control circuitry in configured to, 
in response to receiving the U3er indication, direct 
the display device to display the list of replacement 
media that indicate a'- least one different showing uf 
the at least cne hlacked-out program for the at least 
one blocked-out prcgrarr., 

347. The system of claim 336 wherein: 

the information regarding replacement 
media is at leaat one description of rep 1 acecr.su L media 
for the at least one blacked- out progratr.? and 

the control circuitry is configured to, 
in response to receiving the user indication, direct 
the display device to display the at least one 
description of replacement media fo' the at least chr 
blac.<ed-out program. 
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348. The system uf claim 336 wherein: 

the iiiioiftF.at-i on regarding replacement, 
medici is at least one ueer-sel ec table option to 
directly tune Lo replacement media,- and 

the control ciruj_i:ry is configured to, 
in respor.se to receiving the uaer indication, direct 
the display device to display the at least cne ueer- 
taeiec Cable option to directly tunc to replacement 
medi a . 

349. The system of c?aim 34 fi wherein Lhe 
control circuitry is further configured to: 

receive from the user input device a 
user selection of Lhe at least one user- selectable 
option to directly tune to the replacement media; and 

in response to receiving the user 
selection, tune to the replacement media. 

350. The system of claim "d"3 6 wherein: 

the information regarding replacement 
media at least one user-ser.entable cpLion to record 
replacement media; end 

the control circuitry ie configured to, 
■in response to receiving the user indication, direct 
Lhe display device tc display the at least one user- 
sclec- able option to "record replacement media. 

351. The system oH claim 350 further 
crorrprising : 

a «-orage device fcr recording and 

Storing data; 
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wherein the control circuiLry is further 

configured to: 

receive frOi;i the user input device 
a user selection, of the at least, one u3er- selectable 
option to rcccrd the replacement media; 

in response Lo receiving the user 
selection, set a record option for the rep_acement 
p^edia; and 

direct the storage device to re-ord 
the replacement media when the replacement media 
becomes available. 

352. The system of claim 336 wherein: 

the in! or mat ion regarding replacement 
media is at least one user- selectable option to set a 
reminder tor replacement media; and 

the control circuitry is configured to, 
in reepunse to receiving the user indication, direct 
the display device to display the at leaBt one user- 
3elect.ab".e option to net a reminder for replacement 
media . 

353. The system of nlairn 352 wherein the 
control ci.reL.itry is further configured to: 

receive from zhz user input device a 
user sele-cl. ion o: tho at least one »Rer-sslectabie 
option to set a rerdnder tor the replacement media,- 

in response tc x"ecs±±vin.g the user 
selection, set a reminder for Lhe replacement media; 
and 

remind the user cf the replacement media 
when the replacement media becomes available. 
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354. ^hp. system cf claim 336 wherein: 

- he replacement media is at least one 
pay-per-vi«w program; 

Lhe inicnrrati-On regarding replacement 
media is at lease one ussr selectable option to order 
the al- least one pay -tier-view program; arid 

the control circuitry ie configured to, 
in response to receiving the user indication, direct 
the display device to display the at least one user- 
Br:lect=±>l.e ootion to order the at least one pay-per- 
view program. 

355. The system of claim 354 wherein Lhe 
control circuitry is turther configured Lo: 

receive fron the user input devi-e a 
user selection of the at least or.e user- select able 
opt" on to order the at least one pay -per -view program; 

in respon&e Do receiving the user 
selection, order the at leant one pay-per-view program; 
and 

provide: the at least one pay-per-view 

program. 

356. The system ox claim 336 wherein: 

the replacement media is at least one 
video- or.- demand program; 

the : n format ion regarding replacement 
media is at. least one user- selectable option to order 
the at leapt one video -on- demand program; and 

the ccnirol circuitry is configured to, 
.in response to receiving the user indication, direct 
the display device to display the ot l.nast one user- 
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selectable e-pLion to order the at leash cue video- on- 
demand program. 

357. The B'/Bten of claitr. 35G wherein ~he 
control circuitry is further configured to: 

receive £rom tha user i:iput device a 
user selection of the at leaat one ugor- selectable 
option to order the s.t. least one video-on-demand 
program; 

in response to receiving the user 
select ior_, order the at least one video- on -denand for 
the user; and 

provide the ax. least or.e video on -demand 

program. 



CANCEL CLAIMS 358-432 
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